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CONFIDENTIAL BONN 10396 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MILI, GW 
SUBJECT: LEO IN LIBYA? 

1 . THE FRG HAS NOT BEEN ABLE TO CONFIRM OR TO DENY THAT 
TWO LEOPARD TANKS HAVE BEEN SMUGGLED TO LIBYA AND TESTED 
THERE BY THE SOVIETS. THE GERMAN PRESS HAS GIVEN THE 
STORY CONSIDERABLE PLAY THE PAST WEEK BASED UPON A STATE- 
MENT BY BUNDESTAG DEFENSE COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN WOERNER. 

2. BOTH DEFENSE MINISTRY AND FONOFF OFFICIALS HAVE TOLD 
US THAT THE INTELLIGENCE REPORT UPON WHICH THE STORY WAS 
BASED WAS NOT CONVINCING ENOUGH. ACCORDING TO THE GER- 
MANS, A BUSINESSMAN, NOT AN EXPERT ON TANKS, SIGHTED TWO 
TANKS IN A SHED IN LIBYA WHICH HE THOUGHT WERE LEOPARDS. 

FROM HIS DESCRIPTION OF THEM, IT WAS NOT CLEAR WHETHER 
THEY WERE LEOPARDS OR PERHAPS AN ITALIAN-PRODUCED HYBRID 
WHICH THE GERMANS CALL THE "LEOPARDINO." THE GERMAN 
PRESS REPORTS THAT THE ITALIAN LICENSEE, OTO-MELARA, 
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VIGOROUSLY DENIED THAT ANY TANKS IT PRODUCED HAD FOUND 
THEIR WAY TO LIBYA. 

3. IF THE TANKS WERE IN FACT LEOPARDS, OUR SOURCES 
POINTED OUT THAT THEY WOULD BE EARLY MODELS OF THE 
LEOPARD I AND ACCORDINGLY NOT OF CURRENT INTELLIGENCE 
VALUE TO THE SOVIETS. THE INVESTIGATION INTO THE MATTER 
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